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A historic home is rendered anew with minimalist

modern details that perfectly suit its poet owners

Viewad from the
sidewalk, the 1840
hoe hasa't heen
aftered mach, save
for the removal
of wimyl sidimg and an
npplication of paint.

The interior

wns reconceived with
skmpla, yet dramatic,
flalr. "Beoks nesded

to live bere," said the
owners, who are poals.
"W wambed a library -
this house was going

13 be flied with bobhs.”

Architects David
Stern and Diane
MeCafferty transformed
the formerly dark,
narrow front hall,
where the ald slalrease
was replaced by a
modlern one as laul as
the rlgging of a ship.

Architecture

~ Poetic justice

It's a hiztorie 1840 house on a quiet, almost hidden street.
From the sidewalk, it hasn't ehanged much, Governed by the
rules of the Cambridge Historieal Commizsion, the new own-
ers merely stripped the vinyl siding and applied a fresh coat of
paint.

But inside, as the poet Yeats once wrote, all's changed,
changed utterly. Every visible surface is new. Working with
two youny architects, David Stern and Diane MeCafferty,
Kurt and Laure-Anne created, in this old house, the kind of

POETS, Page F3

Ity Robert Complall
CLORE CORRESPORDENT

T you're a deep-seq diver, you do not live in Switzerland,”

That's the reazon, they say, they moverd from Colorado to

Boston, They're two poets, For them, the Bosten avea is

the deep sea of poetry, a place to immerse vourself in
verse. 5o Kurt Brown and Laure-Anne Bosselaar have just
renovated a house in Cambridge, They've done it with the
kind of extreme care 1 puess you'd expect from poete.
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Contined from Page F1

minimalist madern interior that de-
pends an perfection of detail,

Far contrast, Brown and Hosse-
laar then planted 2 lush garden, as o
fiodl for the understated interior, One
imagrines Laure-Anne gestating po-
ems out there, perhaps ol dusk -
“The Hour Beltween Dag and Wall,”
the tithe of her Intest hook, a Belgian
exprezion for the Lime of day when
NTAL CAR EOE AR ani-
mal eoming toward

reachings. “We are more ambitions
for poctry than for our own work,”
saya Lanre-Anne.

They bought the huse the n-
stamt they saw it (it had been the
home of Philip Aveeda, a noted pro-
fegaor al Harvard Law Schoal), Po-
etry then led them to their architeel:
Daviel Storn iz the gon of poct Gerald
Stern, a friend of Drown's, Stem
asked Diane MeCallery to pariner
with him on the jobh, Thoy'd met
whien hoth worked for Hoston archi-
tects  Schwarlz
fHilveor,

“We tald David

you but ean't tell
whether it's o dog
or n woll.
Lavre-Anne

gorew up in Beliium,
where she spent her
teen years inoa mm-
ey ety weird
place, jurging lrom
b intomen  pocims
about i), then be-
came an acless in
plags by Brecht and
Pirandello, later
hosted talk shows
on radio and TV.
She eame Lo the

Two bedrooms
became his-
and-hers
writing rooms.
A closet
between them
was removed
‘so the rooms
eould talk to
each other.

aml [Mane we wani-
il it extremely sim.
phe,” may the own.
era, “Books necded
to live here, and po-
ez, We wanted a li-
hewry = this house
wiag going Lo he
filled with hooks.
We wanted it soul-
ful. We wanled a
writing room lor
each of uz. We
wanted o hathroom
with windows, We
wabibed wiile board

United States in
17, Her theee Kids rom an earkier
marviage were grown, and *1 wansted
to e Msend in Amerdean, [ wanted to
write American.” She met Kurt
Birown al the Aspen Wrilers Confer-
enee, of which he waz ihen director,
Raoth are as ierested in promot-
ing poetry as in weiting it Kurt edits
ard publishes theme abelopies -
for instanee, “Drive, They Saick Po-
iz Aboul Americans and Their
Carz” and "Night Out: Porms About
Holels, Motels, Restavrantis and

floors"

Stern and MeCafferty trans-
formed a dark house of eramped
romms into & spackous, open dwelling
filledd with light and transparency.
You goe the differense the moment
you enler, in the formerly dark, nare-
row front hall, where the old stair
wiz replacer] by a modern one as
tant andl winikial as Uhe vigmng of a
ship. New skylights Aood the hall
with light on bath foors, showing off
lLawre-Anne's collection of Flemish
wnel Diteh paintings and, on the see-
onl Meor, framed poems,

The old feond parlore be-
came the libeary, Tt is lined
with hookeases vencered in
pale pear wond, [te fors s
a fireplace of white polished
Portuguess limeatone with a
bilnck soapetone hearth -
part of & color scheme that
extends throughout the
houze, which Lanre-Anne
calls “hitter ale blomd with
black stecl amd stone,” (All
the fireplices were rebuilt
frams (he basement to the
roofl. The wide board floors
are here, too, made of 12-
ineh-wiche orgean pine (a spe
cies of Western Douglas
fir), quarier=awn for chear
prain without knets, Like a
poet obecssed with getting
every word right, Laure-
Anne insisted on dbeciding
which Board would go next
o which, to the amuscment
anel exasperation of the builders.

1pataira, two former bedrooms
became his-and-hers writing rooms,
A closet hotween them was removed
“an the rooms could talk to each oth-
er”” A new bathroom - yoa, with win.
dows ~ fealures glazs partitions
around the shower. There are
brushed-nickel Rxtures by an Fage-
lish firm with the wonderful nome

Czech and Speake, whose London
showroom the owners visited, The
ambienee of the bathroom strongly
revalls the work of Eileen Gray, a
1930 French desigmer whe created
howses with a tawt, siev, high-tach,
“olten nmstical character,

Fine furnishings
Mozt of the modern furniture

— throaghoat the house was desiged

by Diane MeCalforty aml custom
manifaclured  Jargely by Master-
pieee in Avon), Excuisite In detail, it
is made of pear wood, mahogany,
and inkaid ebony, glass aml black
gheel, Among other peces sare a bal-
fot i the dining room, and, above it,
shelves lit by invisible fiberoptic ca-
s, which grive a mysterious interi-
or glow o acolbection of Galbe vies,
Emile Galle being: & turn-of-the-cen-
tury cesipner who erealed sinuons
ohjectz of cobored gla==, sometimes
engrwved with quotations from poets
like Verlaine and Bandelaire,
MeCallerty alse designed side ta-
e, busibt-in eabinets, a kitchen talde
andd chairs, She encased the bed in
the master hedroom in pear wood,
Under that elegant veneer, the bed

is really two side-y-side “Craftma-"

L™ b, the kind advertised an TV,
with motorizs] backs that tlt wp at
the prazh of & button,

Besides MeCalTeriys  furniture,
there are olassie moderist pieces
wwch a2 the glass-lapped dining room
talale, 5 design Ty Uhe coledatod are
chiteet LeCarbusior and hiz collabo-
rator Charloite Perviand.  Arvound
the table are roumd-backed malkog-
sy chairs by Danish modernist
Hana Wopner.

Desigming the houze wag o pro-
coaz that never stapped; it contimeed
cven after construction had begun,
The ownees, the architects, aml the
coractors ~ a small firm ealled
Mozer & Stanbey in Dedbam = tried
o4l ibeas o= they went abongz. Laure-
Anner e pielures she liked from de-
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Ledt: Kurt Brown enjoys a
hoak In the Hbrary, former-
Iy the froni porclor of the
renovated 1840 honse,
Above: Framed poems lne
the sunlil second-floor wall
in the stairway.

mazter bedvoom above il weve dou-
hled in width., Ad & new downatairs
half-hathy was tucked in, thanks to
the courtesy of a neiphbor whe let it

The new bathroam {lefl) features
glass parfitions arownd the show-
er. Brushed-nickel Nxtures In the
hathtub {above) are an elegant
towch,

zign magazines, then compared
wodies with Diane amd discovered it
was awesoma, we love the same
thimge.”

Finishing touches
Constrained by s sle and (he
Historieal Commission, the house

wase enlarged in only 1wo places, The
kitchen sn the ground floor, aml the

Laure-Anne Bosselaar and Brown added a new deek off the kitchen
framed by a hlack steel trellls with elimbing grape vine.

pagh oul acress his property line,

The rear garden i as elegant &
the house, 1L was created with the
wilvice of Lauwra MeGrath, a Cam-
birelgoe landzeape architeet, A black
steel trellis frames o new deck that
opens off the kitehen, Grape vines
with edibde prapes elimb the treflis,
From the previons owncrship, one
tall bl spruce, one fr, and one
transplanted rhsdodendron were
preaerved, Pines, locusts, larch, 1iver
bireh, corkserew willow, arbor vitae,
wiwl rosea are among Lthe many pew
plantz. There are wo anmiale, aml no
prazs; everything feelz mevene and
permanent, Iike n Japanese garden,
a feching that's enhancel by the
prezence of big rocks,

Fventually, the owners hope to
wibd omi Minal towch.

I Froad af this hotsse, af the sule-
walk, there will be o treeslabed
“Poet’s Teenel,” cavesl ot of gran-
it Here passera-hy will be able to
sl foxr & moment &f santeEmpkEian.
The beneh will be engraved with a
mestation from the French poct Panl
Verdaine — "Voicl des fruits, des
Neies, dlez Feailles of des branchoes™

“Here are fruoit, Dowers, leaves
nnel hennelw=.”
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