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The Lrick lor this conlemporary suburban Boslon house—one thal Lthe design

Leam clearly mastlered—was making the complex desizn look heaulilully
uncomplicaled.
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Whal doces simplicily look like? 1L may be an odd question, bul when vou're designing a

new home, iUs one Lhal requires an answer. Because whal is a home, really, il nol Lhe
physical expression ol qualities like simplicily, or ranquilily, or elegance? Arriving al Lhe
answer. Lhough. is ollen less aboul aiming lor a preconceived nolion than making a series
ol small decisions Lhal lead vou, as il by happenstance, Lo the place vou wanl Lo be,

Designer Beth Martell ealls il “the serendipily ol design.”™ and aller thirly-live vears in Lhe
business, il sl amazes her. So when asked Lo desien the inlerior ol a new home [or
clicnls in Weston, Massachusells, she understood the decisions they made logether al the

slart would lead them where they wanled Lo 2o,

Marlell Knew her clients—a husband and wile wilh lour leenagers—well, She had aided in
a renovalion ol Lheir previous home, and worked with other members ol their Family, By
contrast, the couple engaged architecl David Stern through a lormal process, soliciling
proposals and inlerviewing several archileels belore making Lheir choice. Working in New
England, Stern had designed his share ol radilional homes. Bul his real passion is [or
conlemporary design, which is exactly whal these clients desired. “They delinitely wanled
a modern house,” Slern savs, “and they had a pretly ood vision ol Lhe Lypes ol spaces Lhey
wanled.”

Those spaces included lormal living and dining rooms, a large Kilchen, a lamily room,
olTice, bedroom suiles lor the childeen, and a large master wilth his-and-her bathrooms.
The list also included a Kids” hangoul, an exercise room. and enough storage Lo keep the
house rom [ecling clullered.

Slern’s process, like Marlell's. opens the project Lo the inevitability ol becoming whalever
il wanls Lo be, =1 rarely starl a projecl where we Know whal 1Us going Lo look ke when we
hegin,™ he savs, “We slart wilh the spaces, the circalation, the pathways through the
building. Then we look hard at whal we can learn [rom e site and how the buailding

relales Lo il”

He describes the hmished home as classically modern, evoking a sense ol the carly
Iwenlicth century ralher than the high-lech Lrendiness ollen associaled wilh
conlemporary stvles, The exterior hints al the Secessionist sivle ol wz2os Vienna, wilh a
smoolh stucco exterior. Hal roollines. and zine-coaled copper delails. Bevond Lthe lormal
Lacade, Hoor-lo-ceiling windows mulliply, opening Lhe Family spaces Lo Lhe ouldoors.
“The house [raclures as il moves Lo Lhe back. and the Torms become less pure and more
sculplural,”™ Slern explains.

Inside. untrimmed plaster walls and rill-sawn oak Hooring throughoul keep the malerials
palelle minimalist as well. ~1Us all aboul simple shapes. honesl malerial expression, a
simple approach.” Stern explains.

Wilh Lhese spaces in mind. Marlell guided her client in choosing the colors and Labrics
she envisioned there, Immedialely, the bwo agreed on a backdrop ol Benjamin Moore
Super While throughoul Lhe house. =She wanled a very ediled look, very [resh. very while,
very conlemporary,” Marlell explains.

“1 love whal vou can do around while.” savs the homeowner. *Having a very nealral color
paletle allows vou Lo be crealive in so many olther ways.”

For builder kevin Lagasse, Stern's design translated Lo one word: precision. “From a
builder’s perspective. the Lrick in conlemporary construction is Lo lake something thatl is
very complicated, and in the end, make il look very simple.” he savs, “IL requires a lol
more precision in vour pre-planning, rom lighl-hxlure alicnment Lo the inlerseclion ol
walls and ceilings. Evervihing is crisp and clean, and there’s no molding Lo hide
anvihing.”

This allention Lo detail paid oll. Installation of the home’s open stairway, lor example,
might have been a nail=biler. Instead. savs Lazassé, “I0was so well planned. the aclual
inslall wenl in just as designed.”

The open-riser stair with ils glass guardrail rellects the sense ol lransparencey Lhal
evolves in Lhe house as one moves [rom the formal, almost raditional symmelry ol the
living and dining rooms Lo the more relaxed spaces bevond. The homeowners” arl
colleclion, which includes old Favorites as well as picees purchased specilically [or this
home, helps draw visilors through the house,

Over the living room lireplace, a swirling veliel in while lacquer by Osmundo Echevarria
cmbeds arl in Lhe house ilsell. The furnilure here, as throughoul the hoose, is
predominantly while, ollsel by the subtle pink and mother-ol-pearl resin squares ol the
Nada Debs collee table. Silver surlaces quiclly in Lhe occasional Lables and in metallic
Lhreads woven inlo the while carpel.

For the lireplace in the lamily room, Martell worked with her partner, archileel Enda
Donagher, Lo design a Mondrian-sivle grid ol polished nickel thal [rames reclangles ol
rigid parchment.

Reclangles reappear in the kitchen, where the cabinels—some lacguered. olthers zlass
read as neally stacked while boxes. Every surlace is smoolh, [rom the stainless sleel on
Lhe walls Lo Lhe back-painled zlass ol the counlertops Lo the guarlzile breaklasl bar. Slern
designed the Kilehen as well. =1L is archilecture,” he savs, “We're very locused on Lhe
[unclion. the delail. the aesthelic, and how il Lies in wilh the design ol the house.”

A cabinelwall wilh a large opening in Lhe cenler separales Lhe kilchen Trom a wall ol glass
and a door thal opens Lo garden beds planted with peonies and irises and a large palio
Lhal also connects Lo the living room. In designing Lhe landscape, the leam [rom Slephen
Stimson Associales mirrored the home’s geomelry by projecling ils elevalions like a
shadow on the ground. “IUs as il vou were Llaking Lhe Tacade and laving il down Hal on the
sile Lo gel Lhe shape and scale ol the onldoor rooms.” explains Glen Valenline, a principal
wilh Lhe landscaping [irm.

The elleet is contemporary, bul Valentine notes Lhal the landscape plan rellects a classical
nine-square grid. This is best seen in the ronl of the house, where a parking courl
Nanked by eroups ol Dowering hawlthorns comprises the liest row ol squares. 1L echoes, he
savs., Lhe siriking simplicily ol the plan. In spring. while blossoms appear on the lrees, Lhe
vinca, and hvdrangeas, mareving up through the windows wilh Lones and lextures Marlell
and her clienl pored over in the beginning, “We made a decision. and il took on a lile ol ils
owi” Marlell savs. =The more il evolves, il just gels beller and beller and beller.”
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